270                             Fishing
bottle-shaped traps of wickerwork, and stakenets.
Similar to these were the leirae lampronum at Christ-
church (Hants), where lampreys were caught with
baskets (alvei) fastened to stake$, payment being made
to the lord of the manor according to "the number of
stakes leased.1
As already mentioned, these kiddles and similar nets
were destructive of small fish and obstructive of naviga-
tion, and orders were constantly made for their restriction
or removal. Thus the salmon weirs in the Eden, Esk,
and Derwent might not be carried completely across the
stream, but must leave a free passage in midstream, the
size of the passage being stated in 1278, and again in
1293, as wide enough for a sow and her five little pigs
to pass through; 2 this picturesque but inconvenient
measurement had been changed by 1372 for a fixed
breadth of 24 feet. So far as the Thames was concerned,
special justices were appointed at least as early as the
thirteenth century to control the river, but they appear
to have neglected their duties, so that the journey from
Oxford to London was rendered hazardous by the
number of dangerous weirs, while the fish were destroyed
by the use of illegal nets.3 To prevent the destruction
of the fry and small fish, constant supervision of the
nets in use was necessary, all nets of which the meshes
were too small being destroyed. At the end of the
1 Mins. Accts., bdle. 984, nos. 19-21.
1 V.C.H. Cumb., ii. 335. In a Scottish statute of 1177 the
midstream was to be free to the extent that a 3-year old sow, well
fed, could not touch'either side with its head or tail. The connexion
of pigs and salmon is not obvious, but I believe it is still a super-
stition that you should not mention pigs when you are fishing for
salmon.                                                      a Rot. ParL, i. 475.